ECCLESIASTICAL COMMISSION (IRELAND). 



THE REPORT 

Of the Ecclesiastical Commissioners for Ireland , for the Year 
ending the 1st day of August 1851. 



TO HIS EXCELLENCY GEORGE WILLIAM FREDERICK, 

EARL OF CLARENDON, 

LORD LIEUTENANT-GENERAL AND GENERAL GOVERNOR OF IRELAND, 
&c. &c &c. 



W E, the Ecclesiastical Commissioners for Ireland, whose hands and cor- 
porate seal are hereunto annexed, beg to report to your Excellency the 
proceedings of the Commissioners for the year ending the 1st day of August 
instant, pursuant to the provisions of the 3 & 4 Will. 4, c. 37. 

The Commissioners, since their last Report, have been enabled, with the 
assistance of private subscriptions, to undertake the rebuilding of the Churches 
of Kilsaran, in the Diocese of Armagh ; Upper Moville, in the Diocese of Derry; 
Doon, in the Diocese of Emly ; Skull, in the Diocese of Cork; Kilfinane, in 
the Diocese of Limerick ; Knocknamuckley, in the Diocese of Dromore ; Bal- 
lyovie, in the Diocese of Tuarn; and Castletown Arra, in the Diocese of 
Killaloe ; and to grant a sum of 200 l., in addition to the same amount here- 
tofore provided, towards the completion of the Church of Achill, in the Diocese 
of Tuam, which has been commenced by the Incumbent and Parishioners. 

The Commissioners have been again obliged, from the depressed state of 
their funds, to postpone altogether the enlargement of Churches as well as the 
building of additional Churches'. We have however the satisfaction to state, 
that accommodation for increasing Congregations continues to be provided in 
many instances by means of private funds, not only by the enlargement of the 
present buildings, but also by the erection of additional Churches ; the cases 
of enlargement referred to are those of Carrigrohane, in the Diocese of Cork ; 
Headford, in the Diocese of Tuam ; Coleraine, in the Diocese of Connor ; Tam- 
laght-Finlagan, in the Diocese of Derry ; Pallas Grean, in the Diocese of Emly; 
Shankill, in the Diocese of Dromore ; and Rathcoony, in the Dioqese of Cork. 
The additional Churches are Colaghty and Castle Arch dal] , in the^Diocese of 
Clogher; St. Mathew (Lisburn), in the Diocese: of Connor; Groomsport, in the 
Diocese of Down ; Carrick, in the Diocese of Derry ; Scarva, in the Diocese of 
Dromore ; and Sandymount, in the Diocese of Dublin ; which have been 
brought under the notice of the Commissioners this year, with the view of 
being placed under their charge. In addition to these are the Churches of 
Killanin (Spiddal) and Moyardbridge, in the Diocese of Tuam ; Ballycroy, in 
the Diocese of Killalla; and Bective, in the Diocese of Meath, which are now 
being erected, also by means of private subscriptions, under the superintendence 
of the Commissioners. 

The Church of Clonegam, in the Diocese of Lismore, is also being rebuilt 
from private funds, with the exception of 115 Z. 7 s. 6 cl. promised by the 
Commissioners on the completion of the Works, being the estimated cost of 
repairing the old Building, which, although worthy of repair, is inconveniently 
situated for the majority of the Protestant parishioners, and insufficient for 
the accommodation of the present Congregation. The Commissioners, as 
successors to the Board of First Fruits, have lately signified their assent, pur- 
suant to the provisions of the Act of the 1st Geo. 2, c. 18, to the Endowment 
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of a Chapel of Ease in the Parish of Dunlovey and Diocese of Raphoe, by Mrs. 
Jane Russell, of Dunlovey House, in the County of Donegal, who has likewise 
supplied or procured sufficient funds for the erection of the Church and Glebe 
House. 

The contributions, payable under the terms of the certificates approved by 
the Lord Lieutenant and Council, for the repairs of the Cathedral Churches 
of Armagh, Waterford, Elphin, and Cashel, have been received from the respec- 
tive Deans and Chapters, amounting to 105 l. 14 s. 6 cl. The inadequacy of 
the funds of the Board to meet the several well-founded demands upon them, 
and the urgent necessity of providing, as far as practicable, within each year, 
for the rebuilding of such Churches as .are unworthy of repair, and in a dila- 
pidated condition, have obliged the Commissioners, for some years past, to 
reduce their grants for general repairs much below the sums required by their 
architect ; the consequence has been, that notwithstanding the most careful 
application of the sums available for Works of this nature, the demands for 
repairs have been annually increasing ; a circumstance much to be regretted, 
when it is considered, that by the last Report it appears that a sum of 
•260,000 1. was required for the rebuilding, enlargement, and internal painting 
of Churches, the enclosure of Churchyards and other necessary Church Works; 
whereas the only sum then available for those objects was 16,321 1. 5 s. 5 d. ; 
of the sum appropriated to Church Works this year, amounting to 
17,005/. 185. 3 cl, 11,582 /. 2 5. 8 d. only has been applied to repairs, which 
latter sum has been in course of expenditure on the most necessary Works of 
917 Churches. 

Dilapidations incurred on the See House and Premises at Clogher, during 
the incumbency of the late Bishop, having been duly awarded by the Metro- 
politan, to the amount of 2,005 /. 16 5. 1 d., the Commissioners have paid to 
the Bishop’s Executors the sum of 1,466/. 13 5. 5 </., being the difference 
between the sum so awarded and the first moiety of the charge subsisting on 
the See for Buildings and Improvements. The See House and Demesne, con- 
taining 522 acres, have been extensively advertised for letting, but no adequate 
proposal has been as yet received, except for a distinct portion of the lands of 
an inferior quality, consisting of 75 A. 2 R. 38 p., plantation measure, which 
have been let, with the sanction of your Excellency, to Whitney Moutray, 
Esquire, on a lease for 999 years, reserving a reduced rent of 20 /. 16 5. in 
consideration of the payment of 416 /. 16 5 . 6 cl. in the way of fine, and of 15 /. 
for the growing timber. The latter sums have been invested in Government 
Securities for account of the Clogher See Estate. 

The treaty referred to in the last Report for a sale to the Commissioners for 
administering the Laws for the Relief of the Poor in Ireland, of the See House at 
Killalla, with 12 a. 1 r. 16 p. of the Demesne Lands, for the purpose of a Poor 
House for the Killalla Union, has been completed, and the purchase-money, 
videlicet, 2,000 /., has been invested in Government Securities for account of the 
Killalla See Estate, less by a sum of 50 /., being the poundage paid to the Usher 
of the Court of Chancery ; the remainder of these Lands, with portions of the 
Mensal Lands adjoining, which had been in the hands of tenants, containing 
in all 479 a. 1 r. 13 p., have been since let, with the sanction of your Excel- 
lency, to Mr. Edward Atkinson, on lease for three lives or 31 years, at a rent 
of 221 /. 185. 8 d., the punctual payment of which has been secured by the 
lessee and two solvent sureties. 

A small portion of the lands belonging to the Deanery of Christ Church, 
now vested in the Board, has been conveyed to the Commissioners for the 
regulation of Asylums for the Lunatic Poor in Ireland, for the purpose of 
enlarging the Richmond Lunatic Asylum, same having been purchased under 
an inquisition, pursuant to the several Acts of Parliament on the subject. 

Abatements of rents, in cases similar to those mentioned in the last Report, 
have been made to the amount of 647 /• 19 5. 5 \ cl., and arrears of rent, ascer- 
tained to be wholly irrecoverable, have also been been cancelled to the amount 
of 155/. 14 5. 3d. 

The Commissioners have received an application from the Mining Company 
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of Ireland, to whom are leased the Copper Mines at Knoekmahon, in the County 
of Waterford (part of the See Estate of Waterford) now vested in the Board, for 
a temporary remission of the Royalty Rent, on the ground of the comparatively 
unproductive state of these mines for the last few years, and of the necessity of 
expensive operations being resorted to, with the view of restoring them to their 
former profitable condition. In considering this question, the Commissioners 
have availed themselves of the skill and experience of Richard Griffith, Esquire, 
the eminent Civil Engineer, and Chairman of the Board of Works, who has 
kindly taken much trouble to investigate this claim, and to suggest the con- 
ditions on which it should be acceded to ; the result has been that, on his 
recommendation, the Commissioners have consented to a relinquishment of the 
Royalty Rent, for a limited period, subject to the conditions suggested. 

The treaty referred to in a former Report, for a sale by the Ecclesiastical 
Commissioners, under the provisions of the Act 3 & 4 Viet., c. 108, sect. 149, 
of the advowson or right of presentation to the four Benefices into which the 
wardenship of Galway was divided, has been completed, and the purchase- 
money, amounting to 2,000/., has been paid to the Town Commissioners of 
Galway, after deducting therefrom, with their assent, the expenses incurred in 
bringing these advowsons to sale. 

An application has been received from the Council of the borough of 
Waterford, pursuant to the provisions of the statute 3 & 4 Viet., c. 108, 
requesting the consent of the Commissioners to the Sale of the Advowson of 
Rosbercon, in the Diocese of Ossory, belonging to this Corporation, for a sum 
of 920 pursuant to a proposal received from Mr. Henry D’Olier, and it 
appearing that every effort had been theretofore made by the Corporation to 
procure the best price, the Commissioners have signified their assent to this 
sale, but they have not yet been called on to execute the deed of conveyance. 

The Commissioners have also received an application from the Town Com- 
missioners of Clonmel, to give their sanction to the sale of the advowson of St. 
Mary’s parish, in that town, and Diocese of Lismore, for a sum of 800 /., the 
Town Council representing to the Commissioners that it had been advertised 
for sale at various times since the year 1843, and that they had not received 
any eligible offer. The Commissioners have, however, declined to consent to 
this sale for the sum proposed, considering it inadequate, with reference to the 
annual value of the Benefice, and they have suggested to the Town Council 
that the sale of this advowson should be again advertised, after a limited 
period, if a better offer should hot in the meantime be received. 

By the half-yearly returns of promotions-received from the-Archbishops and 
Bishops, it appears that 87 benefices have become vacant within the year, 
consisting of 19 Dignities and Prebends, and 68 Parochial Benefices ; of 
these 25 only appear to be taxable. In respect to the Dignities and Prebends, 
the Commissioners caused the respective vacancies to be duly notified to your 
Excellency and the Privy Council ; in the cases of the Prebends of Fenore, in 
the Diocese of Clonfert, Kinvarra, in the Diocese of Kilmacduagh, Kilmoylan, 
in the Diocese of Tuam, and Seskenan, in the Diocese of Lismore, and in the 
case of the treasurship of the Cathedral Church of Waterford, the appointments 
thereto have, on the recommendation of the Commissioners, been suspended by 
your Excellency and the Council, under the provisions of the Acts 4 & 5 
Will. 4, c. 90, and 6 & 7 Will. 4, c. 99. But in the case of the Prebend of Donough- 
more, in the Diocese of Ross, the suspension of the appointment to which had 
also been recommended by the Commissioners, your Excellency and the Privv 
Council have not made any order, a statement having been submitted by the 
Diocesan, and forwarded by the Commissioners, for the consideration of your 
Excellency and the Council, containing reasons why such appointment should 
not be suspended. In regard to the Parochial Benefices, the appointment of a 
clerk to the Vicarage of Innismott, in the Diocese of Meath, has been suspended 
by the authority of the Commissioners, being a benefice within which Divine 
Service had not been celebrated within the three years ending the 1st of Feb- 
ruary 1833; and provision has been made for the occasional duties of the 
parish, which have been committed, on the nomination of the Diocesan, to the 
Curate of the adjoining Benefice. 

23. Under 
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Under the powers vested in your Excellency and the Privy Council, the 
suspensions of the appointments to the Precentorship of Christ Church, 
Dublin, and to the Prebend of Donoughmore, in the Diocese of Limerick, have 
been removed, as also to the Prebend of Fenore, in the Diocese of Clonfert, 
and of Kinvarra, in the Diocese of Kilmacduagh, subject, however, to the 
severance of all emoluments, which have been in the two former cases trans- 
ferred to the Commissioners ; but in the two latter the revenues, consisting of 
portions of Tithe rent-charge, have, by Order of your Excellency and the 
Council, been annexed to the Rectories and Vicarages of the several parishes 
from which they arise. The Commissioners have received the Order of your 
Excellency and the Privy Council, disappropriating from the Prebend of 
Rasharkin, in the Diocese of Connor, the parish of Finvoy, and annexing it to 
the perpetual Curacy of that name ; also disappropriating therefrom the Parish 
of Kildallock-Grange, and constituting same into a separate Benefice, leaving 
the Vicarage of Rasharkin and the Rectory of Kilraghts to form the future 
corps of this dignity. They have also received the Order of your Excellency 
and the Privy Council, disappropriating from the Archdeaconry of Dublin the 
parishes of Taney and Rathfarnham, which have been formed into distinct 
Benefices ; and directing that the residue of the corps, as heretofore constituted, 
shall thenceforward form the new corps of this dignity. 

Referring to the Order of the Lord Lieutenant and Privy Council, which 
vested in the Commissioners in the year 1841 the property belonging to the 
Vicar Choral of Tuam, we have to report to your Excellency that an opportu- 
nity has been lately afforded to the Commissioners, by the death of the Rev. 
John Galbraith, who received the entire income of this property, to consider in 
what manner the proceeds thereof should be for the future applied, under the 
provisions of the Act 6 & 7 Will. 4, c. 99 ; and it appearing desirable that 
same should be wholly appropriated to the maintenance of an efficient Choir 
within the Cathedral of Tuam, the Commissioners have, in conference with the 
Dean and Chapter, distributed the Income accordingly amongst the several 
persons nominated by the Dean and Chapter. 

Since the passing of the Act of the 11th & 12th of Her present Majesty, 
c. 80, which empowers the Commissioners, before assessing the tax on 
Ecclesiastical Benefices, to allow all sums with which the Clergy are properly 
chargeable on account of poor’s rate and county cess, several cases have 
been brought under their notice, in which the half-yearly valuations enjoined 
by said Act have operated unjustly towards the Incumbents of small Benefices, 
by depriving them of the benefit of the full amount of the rates deducted from 
their incomes, where such rates were more than sufficient to exempt the 
benefice from tax for any one half year, the Commissioners not being em- 
powered, under the provisions of the Act, to make allowance for such surplus 
rates in respect of the valuation of the succeeding half-year ; the result has 
been, that in several cases the Clergy of small Benefices have been subjected 
to the payment of tax, contrary to the spirit and intention of the Church 
Temporalities Acts, where their net annual incomes, after deducting the rates 
chargeable to them within the whole year, did not amount to 300 l ; under 
these circumstances the Commissioners felt it to be their duty to submit a Bill 
for the consideration and approval of the Legislature for the amen dment of 
the law in this respect, which has been since enacted. 

The sales of perpetuities within the year have amounted to 337 l. 2 s. 7 d. 
only, which sum has been lodged in the Bank of Ireland to the credit of the 
Perpetuity Purchase Fund ; as also a sum of 2,947 1- 15 s. 5 d. received in dis- 
charge of mortgages heretofore granted to secure the purchase-money of 
former sales. These moneys have been invested in Government Securities, as 
directed by the 6 & 7 Will. 4, c. 99, and there has also been invested in 
Government Securities, for account of the General Fund, a sum of 1 5,000 l. 
to remain at interest until such time as it may be required for the several pur- 
poses to which it has been already appropriated. 

Under the provisions of the Church Temporalities Acts the sum of 
32,929 l. 3 s. 7 d. has been paid for the Salaries of Parish Clerks and Sextons, 
and the supply of requisites for the celebration of Divine Service in the several 

Churches 
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Churches and Chapels ; 3,899 1. 15 s. 7 d. to Vicars-choral and Curates of sus- 
pended Benefices ; 1,960 1. 12 s. 8 d. to the Curates of the city of Dublin, in 
lieu of the maintenance heretofore provided for them by vestry or other 
assessments; 186?. 15 5. 2d. to Diocesan Schoolmasters; and 979 l. 7s . 9 d. 
in augmentation of small Benefices, under the Act 3 & 4 of Her present 
Majesty, exclusive of the sum of 4,222 l. 3 s. 7 d. paid for like purposes out of 
the bequest of Primate Boulter. 

An Account to the 1st of January last, of the Trust Fund arising under 
Bishop Gore’s will, from the Impropriate Tithes of Cahir parish, in the 
Diocese of Lismore, has been furnished by the Commissioners, as Trustees 
appointed under an Order of the Court of Chancery, to the Bishop of Cashel 
and Waterford, pursuant to the directions given to them by said Order. 

An Account of the Receipts and Disbursements of the Commissioners, to the 
1st instant, is annexed to this Report, showing the sources from whence the 
Receipts have arisen, and the specific purposes to which they have been applied ; 
also, an Account of the Receipts and Disbursements from Primate Boulter’s and 
Primate Robinson’s Funds to the 1st instant. 



All which is submitted to your Excellency’s consideration. 




(signed) JOHN G. ARMAGH. 

R D DUBLIN. 

T n0 S. MEATH. 

R. DERRY and RAPHOE. 
T H03 TUAM, &c. 

J. T. OSSORY and FERNS. 
HEN. MEREDYTH. 

W“ C. QUIN. 



'Board-room, 24, Merrion-street, 
August 1851. 



(signed) Thos. Bushe, Secretary. 
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BY THE ECCLESIASTICAL 
AN ACCOUNT of all their Receipts and Disbursements, for One Year, ending the 1st 
been derived, and showing the Total Amount derived from each Source 
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$. 
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1 


_ 


431 


10 


- 



RECEIPTS: 



Balance in General Fund 1st August 1850 
Ditto in Perpetuity Purchase Fund ditto 



Received from Waterford and Lismore See Estates 
— Killalla and Achonry - 

— Clonfert and Kilmacduagh 

— Raphoe ------ 

— Ossory ------ 

— Cork and Ross - 

— Ardagh ----- r 

— Elphin ------- 

■ — Dromore ----- 

— Kildare and Deanery of Christ Church 
— Clogher - 



Purchase-money for Killalla See House, &c. by Poor Law Com- 
missioners ----- 

Ditto for ground for enlarging Lunatic Asylum, Deanery of Christ 
Church -------- 

Fine for demise of Deer-park, Clogher See Estate - 



Last instalment for timber, Raphoe Demesne - - - - 

Suspended dignities and benefices, and from disappropriated tithes 
Annual charge on See of Deny, and interest - - - - 

Tax on Bishoprics and benefices ------ 

Glebe-house loan instalments ------- 



Sales of perpetuities 

Perpetuity mortgages paid off ------ 

Interest on Three per Cent. Consols and Three and a Quarter per 
Cent. Stock - - - - ' - 

Ditto on perpetuity mortgages ------ 

Monies deposited to pay expenses in ascertaining terms of per- 
petuities ---------- 

Sales of perpetuity printed forms 

Contributions from Economy Funds for repairs of Cathedral 

Churches 

Bequest for Donamon Church repairs - - - - - 

Interest on monies invested in Government Securities for repairs 
of Trustee Chapels-of-Ease - - - - - - 

Private subscriptions for rebuilding and repairs of Churches - 
Monies granted for Church purposes and returned unapplied 
Sales of 10,112?. 14s. 9 d. Three and a Quarter per Cent Stock, 
from Perpetuity Purchase Fund for payment on account of 
loan to Board of Public Works ------ 



PRIMATE BOULTER’S and PRIMATE ROBINSON’S FUNDS. 



12,720 17 8 



46,447 IS 8 



2,496 11 

100 - 
15,210 18 
4,215 18 
8,051 12 
4,037 6 
337 2 
2,947 15 



Balance in Primate Boulter’s Fund, 1 st August 1850 
Ditto in Primate Robinson’s Fund - ditto 

Received on account of Primate Boulter’s Fund - 
Ditto on account of Primate Robinson’s Fund - 



£. 


s. 


d. 


3,103 


3 


3 


23 


13 
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4,284 


4 


10 


24 


- 


6 



£. s. 


d. 


3,126 16 




4,308 . 5 


4 


7,435 1 


11 
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day of August 1851 ; distinguishing the specific Sources from which all Monies have 
and the specific Purposes to which the Receipts have been applied. 



DISBURSEMENTS: 

For rebuilding Churches - -- -- -- -- - 

- Enlarging ditto ----------- 

- Repairs ditto - -- -- -- -- -- 

- Extraordinary repairs ditto --------- 

- Requisites for the celebration of Divine Service in the several Churches 

and Chapels - -- -- - - -- -- 

- Payments to Bishop of Kilmore, under 3 & 4 Will. 4, c. 37 - 

- Interest to the Bishop of Kilmore, on charge on Kilmore See House, 

under 6 & 7 Viet. c. 57- 

- Stipends to Dublin curates, under 3 & 4 Will. 4, c. 37 - 

- Ditto to vicars-clioral and curates of suspended benefices, &c. - _ - 

- Augmentation payable to incumbents of small benefices, under 3 & 4 Viet. 

c. 101 - - 

- Stipends to diocesan schoolmasters ------- 

- Salaries to Commissioners, Secretary, Treasurer and Clerks, &c. 

- One year’s interest to Board of Public Works on balance of loan - 

- Rents, coals, candles and other incidents ------ 

- Receipt stamps 

- Postage ------ - -- -- - 

- Fees for registering perpetuity certificates, &c. - - - 

- Expenses incurred in valuation of lands - 

- Rent and rent-charge returned to representatives of incumbents and others 

- Tax returned, being overpaid -------- 

- Rent, taxes and other expenses connected with mensal lands and lands 

belonging to suspended benefices - - 

- Quit and Crown-rents ---------- 

- Advertising proposals for Church works, &c. - - - - - 

- Stationery and printing, one year -------- 

- Solicitors personal services --------- 

- Ditto for disbursements and expenses ------ 

Ditto for law clerks’ salaries 



Moiety of charge on Clogher See House, after deducting amount of 
certificate of dilapidations - - ■ - - - - - 

Purchase of 3,373 l. is. 2 d., Three perCent. Consols, from Perpetuity 
Purchase Fund ---------- 

Ditto of 15,141 /. 13 «. Three and a Quarter per Cent. Stock from General 
Fund ------------ 

Ditto of 1,991 1 5 s. Three and a Quarter per Cent. Stock from purchase- 
money of Killalla See House, &c. - - • - ■ - 

Ditto of 115 l. 18 s. 10 d. Three and a Qnarter per Cent. Stock from pur- 
chase-money of ground for Lunatic Asylum, Deanery of Christ Church - 
Ditto of 435 l. 2 s. Three and a Quarter per Cent. Stock from fine on 
demise of Deer-park, Clogher See Estate ------ 

Payment on account of loan to Board of Public Works - - - - 

Amount overdrawn on Perpetuity Purchase Fund, as per last account - 



Balance in General Fund, on 31 July 1851 



PRIMATE BOULTER’S and PRIMATE ROBINSON’S FUNDS. 



By stipends paid in augmentation of small benefices from Primate Boidter’s 
Fund ------------ 

- Purchase of 592 l. 18 s. 7 d. Three per Cent. Consols, from Primate 

Boulter’s Fund 

- Ditto of 49 l. 3 s. 2d. Three per Cent. Consols from Primate Robinson’s 

Fund - - - 



- Balance in Primate Boulter’s Fund, 31 J uly 1851 

- Ditto in Primate Robinson’s Fund - ditto 



£. 7,435 1 11 



(signed) James E. Stopford, ll.v., Treasurer. 
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